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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-6, 8-13 and 15-17, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Rabbers et al. (20070016695). 

Regarding claim 1, Rabbers et al. disclose a method of synchronizing data that is 
maintained at a mobile client and is shared with multiple enterprise data sources, the method 
comprising: 

receiving a request from the mobile client for synchronization of data records 
maintained at the mobile client with corresponding data records at the enterprise data 
sources, wherein the client request is received at an application server and includes metadata 
that identifies enterprise data sources for the requested data records and that specifies a 
relational correspondence between the requested data (see par.005); 

comparing the mobile client data records and the corresponding data records of the 
enterprise data sources to identify any data conflicts between the two sets of data records; 
resolving any identified data conflicts (see par.059); and 

updating the mobile client data records in accordance with the relational 
correspondence specified by the metadata, and updating corresponding data records at the 
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application server in accordance with the metadata relational data correspondence (see 
par.070). 

Regarding claims 2, 9 and 16, Rabbers et al. disclose received synchronization 
request includes an Upload operation request for data changes from the mobile client to the 
application server and a Get Latest operation request for data changes from the application 
server intended for the mobile client (see par.046). 

Regarding claims 3, 10 and 17, Rabbers et al. disclose Upload operation includes 
receiving metadata that determines a corresponding enterprise data source to which the 
upload data records should be sent (see par.005). 

Regarding claims 4 and 1 1 , Rabbers et al. disclose including applying conflict 
detection and resolution rules to determine if the upload data from the mobile client should be 
stored in the corresponding enterprise data source or if the upload data should be refused 
(see par.059). 

Regarding claims 5 and 12, Rabbers et al. disclose the identification of any data 
conflicts includes a conflict detection operation and a conflict detemnination operation (see 
par.059). 

Regarding claims 6 and 13, Rabbers et al. disclose resolving data conflicts comprises 
resolving any conflicts according to either a First Update processing, a Last Update 
processing, or an Administrative processing (see par.059). 

Regarding claim 8, Rabbers et al. disclose an application server that facilitates 
synchronizing data that is maintained at a mobile client and is shared with multiple enterprise 
data sources, the application server comprising: 
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a data manager that receives a request from the mobile client for synchronization of 
data records maintained at the mobile client with corresponding data records at the enterprise 
data sources, wherein the client request includes metadata that identifies enterprise data 
sources for the requested data records and that specifies a relational correspondence 
between the requested data (see par.005), comparing the mobile client data records and the 
corresponding data records of the enterprise data sources to identify any data conflicts 
between the two sets of data records, resolving any identified data conflicts (see par.059), 
and updating the mobile client data records in accordance with the relational correspondence 
specified by the metadata, and updating corresponding data records at the application server 
in accordance with the metadata relational data correspondence (see par.070); and one or 
more connectors (see par.0078) that retrieve the corresponding data records from the 
enterprise data sources and convert the retrieved data into a relational format that defines the 
retrieved data from the enterprise data sources, in accordance with the metadata contained in 
the received request, and that return the converted data to a relational data store on the 
mobile client (see par.061). 

Regarding claim 15, Rabbers et al. disclose a mobile client that processes data from 
multiple enterprise data sources (see par.005) over a mobile network (see par.042), the 
mobile client comprising: an application that performs data processing functions and 
generates requests for data; a data manager that receives data requests from an application 
server and generates client data requests including metadata that specifies enterprise data to 
be retrieved and specifies the enterprise data sources from which the data is to be retrieved, 
wherein the data manager transmits the client data requests over the mobile network, and 
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generates requests for synchronization of data records maintained at the mobile client with 
corresponding data records at the enterprise data sources, wherein the synchronization 
requests include metadata that identifies enterprise data sources for the requested data 
records and that specifies a relational correspondence between the requested data (see 
par.005), comparing the mobile client data records and the corresponding data records of the 
enterprise data sources to identify any data conflicts between the two sets of data records, 
resolving any identified data conflicts, and updating the mobile client data records in 
accordance with the relational correspondence specified by the metadata, and updating 
corresponding data records at the application server in accordance with the metadata 
relational data correspondence (see par.059, 070); and one or more connectors that retrieve 
the corresponding data records from the enterprise data sources and convert the retrieved 
data into a relational format that defines the retrieved data from the enterprise data sources, 
in accordance with the metadata contained in the received request, and that return the 
converted data to a relational data store on the mobile client (see par.61). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7, 14 and 19-21, are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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Regarding claims 7, 14 and 21 , the prior art fails to teach "the metadata for the data 
records specifies conflict detection and resolution parameters that resolve data conflicts 
between the mobile client and multiple back end enterprise data sources". 

Regarding claim 19, the prior art fails to teach "wherein the metadata from the mobile 
client specifies how the application server is to resolve data conflicts". 

Regarding claim 20, the prior art fails to teach "wherein the metadata from the mobile 
client specifies how the application server is to resolve any conflicts, according to either a 
First Update processing, a Last Update processing, or an Administrative processing". 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed Tu Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-7883. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban, can be reached at (571) 272-7899. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronip-acisiness Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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